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PRIORY  OF  ST .  CLAIR  .\ 


SPECTRE  OF  THE  MURDERED  NUN. 


Under  the  former  monarchy  of  France,  the 
archbishop  of  Rouen,  who  wa«  also  stiled  primate  of 
Normandv,  had  the  privilege  once  a  year  (on  Inno¬ 
cent’s  day)  to  pardon  a  condemned  criminal,  let  his 
crimes  be  ever  so  vile,  on  condition  that  the  culprit 
took  a  solemn  vow  to  amend  his  past  life,  and  walk 
in  the  paths  of  holiness  and  virtue.  He  was( 
led  in  procession  through  the  principal  streets  of  thp 

city,  attended  by  the  various  religious  orders,  to  the 

chapel  of  the  Innocents,  where'  he  was  set  at  liberty, 
with  a  suitable  admonitiop  from  the  reverend  pre¬ 
late.  ,  _  n-  .  ,i  •  ...  r.  «.i  •  •..‘l 

This  extraordinary  perogsmve  took  its  rise  from  ap 

ancient  legend,  that  recorded  Romanus,  archbishpp 
of  Rouen,  to  have  overcome  ,a  dragon  that  threat¬ 
ened  destruction  to  the  country,  with  no  other  assis¬ 
tance,  than  what  he  derived  from  two  malefactors, 
then  under  sentence  of  death,  who  ol  course  were 
pardoned,  and  in  commemoration  of  this  eveptj  a 
statute  was  erected  in  the  chapel  qf  the  Innocent*, 


representing  St.  Romanus  slaying  the  dragon,  and 
the  above-mentioned  deed  of  mercy  giver,  to  the 

power  of  the  archbishop  of  Rouen,  and  his  suc¬ 
cessors. 

Previous  to  Innocent's  day,  such  ctimio.U  a, 
wished  to  receive  benefit  from  this  custom,  petition, 
e  the  archbishop,  and  as  required,  sent  a  full  state¬ 
ment  of  their  crime,  and  the  excess  of  passiorr,  or 
height  of  temptation,  that  led  them  to  perpetrate 
the  deed  for  wh.ch  the  laws  of  their  country  justly 
condemned  them  to  suffer  an  ignominious  death. 
But  among  the  Normans  thus  circumstanced,  there 
were,  a  many  who  preferred  the  excruciating  tor¬ 
ments  of  the  rack,  t0  the  public  exposure  attending 
tiie.pardou  thus  offered,  of  being  led  through  the 
streets  of  Rouen. 

In  the  year  1443,  a  remarkable  case  occurred,  as 
presented  among  others,  to  the  holy  primate,  and  to 
a  tradition  accurately  preserved,  we  are  indebted  for 
the  following  account.  ‘ 

Lewis  Chabot,  Count  de  Valve,  was  a  gay  extra¬ 
vagant  young  nobleman.  He  loved  the  fair  sex, 

(  but  not  in  the  .manner  they  deserved  to  be  loved,* 
for  he  regarded  them  merely  as  lovely  beings  created* 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  soothe  the  cares  of  men, 
attend  on  them,  and  administer  to  their  sensual 
pleasures:  in  short,  his  opinions  in  this  point  bor¬ 
dered  on  those  professed  by  the  followers  of  Maho¬ 
met's  creed—  that  women  have  no  souls.  In  conse¬ 
quence  ofthis,  he  became  a  remorseless  seducer,  and 
many  a  fair  one  witlTtear'ul  eye,  and  an  aching 
heart,  remembered  with  anguish  the  fatal  hour  in 


which  she  yielded  to  his  perfidious  vows  of  unalter¬ 
able  love. 

Lewis  run  on  this  career  unchecked,  till  he  had 
turned  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  wheti- 
fate  decreed  a  serious  alteration  in  his  affairs,  and 
proved  that  vice,  seldom  goes  unpunished j  even  in 
this  world.  The  Count  was  one  morning  going  to 
visit  an  intimate  friend  who  lived  at  some  distance ; 
as  he  was  crossing  -through  the  .Marche  aux  VeuuX, 
or  veal  market,  (a  place  celebrated  in  history  as  the 
spot  where  the  heroic  Jeart  de  fktdy  maid  of  Orletm*, 
suffered  the  tortures  of  a -fiery  death)  two  genteel 
dressed  women  passed  him,  their  faces  concealed  by 
thick  veils.  v“  Hasten  your  pace,  Emillia,”  said  one 
of  them,  in  accents  that  betrayed  sorrow,  “  or  we 
shall  be  too  late  to  see  the  whole  of  the  ceremony  at 
St.  Clair’s  Priory.”,  “  Poor  Julietta,”  rejoined  the 
other  lady,  “  my  heart  bleeds  for  thee,  doomed  to  a 
nunnery  without  thy  internal  consent,  and  with  a 
heart  wedded  to  a  world  your  person  seemed  des¬ 
tined  to  adorn.”  ' 

The  ladies  continued  their  converse  on  this  topie. 
The  count  felt  an  uncoroihon  interest  take  a  sudden 
possession  of  his  mind  for  the  unfortunate  Julietta. 
The  visit  to  his  friend  was  no  longer  remembered, 
and  he  entered  the  Priory  of  St.  Clairs  at  the  same 
time  with  the  fair  strangers. 

On  this  occasion  the  galleries  of  the  spacious  cha¬ 
pel  was  throwh  open  to  strangers.  The  th'Ohg  was 
great,  but  the  Count,  by  a  well  directed  \nybe  (for 
even  those  who  have  renounced  the  world  and  its 
vanities,  are  not  proof  against  money),  obtained  a, 
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The  spectacle 

«-e  relicks  were  2  ‘,  T: ‘r"ly 
“”d  the  boasted  wealth  ’  the  Pon>pous  gifts, 

?«*■  Vi'gio  Mary, t,d  ,t  CTeM*  U" 
bterally  shone  wi(|)  ^  ^patroness  St.  Clsir, 

splendid,  and  the  pavement  *  Wa“  «*“««/ 
tapestry,  the  „  k  Waa  covered  with  ,icll 

distance  front  the  nltor  “1 .  "  At.  short 

W*‘h  8  Potple  «„0RV,’  nt  ,fe  J!''a,ed  «“«  covered 

™age  displaying  stronger  traits  ofT"^  “em 
.tentacious  pride  than  benevol  tPr"“°P  and  os- 
!  T,)o  fat.  of  Juliette  rr,0“W  otbomility. 
elusion,  however  distr«sin  ‘l"JS<i<,c,''>ed  to se- 
eailittg f0rtl|  pj,  f  f  ^  0h*r •»»  Peelings, aud 
uncommon  among  ,h.  N„  "  hy  ~  “«>■* 

they  had  more  children  than  the*°  Whe" 

Pottion,  suitable  to  their  htl  ,  ““reniently 
ones,  hy  forcing he  ^ 

S'""*  »fe,  in  preference!  1  '°  f™brace  a  rel,. 

teung  ,„to  conujffciai  pnrsuit',  to  |  °!  S°"s 
‘U"es,  „r  the  ^J  P'su'f ‘o  better  their  for. 

aueestors  by  marryin  “  nleh  *  U°“d  °f  **«* 

B“‘  Julietta  o„  Plebeian. 

St  Bocbc,  we,’  theU|^|‘e^ If  T  °!  Mar<Iuis 

c°uld  behold  her  wit  Jin  up  j  •  .  he  ,ove,y>’  no  eye 

air  COJB  manded  respect.  "  ^lrat,°° ;  aod  her  noble 
The  reluctance  with  which  eh*  ’’ 

ceremony  was  visible,  but  wl  •  entercd  on  the 

part; ,ha*  ^e  hhhop ■». — 

*',d  >*r  lips  were  to  seal  th  '•  ng  °°  her  ^ger, 

**  besitated  ;  but  ^  '""ochldwow,  thefhir  ~ 

■"ther’s  f,0„„,  she  obeyed'  hTt"  “r**'  '“elrng  he, 

J  '  M'  no  sooner  was  the. 
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deed  accomplished,  than/with  a  faint  shriek  Julietta 
fell  insensible  on  the  steps  of  the  altar.  The  con¬ 
cluding  anthem  was  hurried  over,  and  the  new  nun, 
who  was  slowly  recovering  from  her  swoon,  was  led 
into  the  interior  part  of  the  priory,  followed  by  the 
prioress  and  the  nuns,  the  former  having,  with  a 
countenance  that  shewed  rage  at  the  incident,  made 
a  slight  apology  to  the  congregation  for  the  inter¬ 
ruption. 

The  indignation  of  the  spectators  rose  to  such  an 
height,  that  they  forgot  the  decorum  due  to  the  sa¬ 
cred  place  they  were  in ;  they  murmured  aloud,  and 
same  o^the  lower  class  burst  forth  into  invectives 
against  the  Marquis,  and  his' son,  and  they  retreated 
to  their  carriage,  followed  by  a  tqrrent  of  abuse,  and 
some  of  the  epithets  not  Undeserved. 

The  Count  de  Valve  returned  to  his  hotel  fully 
engrossed  in  thought,  by  the  image  of  the  lovely 
Julietta ;  he  would  have  given  half  his  Fortune,  had 
he  but  seen  the  enchanting  girl  previous  to  the  bar¬ 
rier  her  situation  had  placed  between  them ;  he  flat¬ 
tered  hims^lfihat  he  could  have  made  such  offers  to 
the  Marquis,  as  would  have  induced  him  to  alter  the 
-  destiny  of  his  daughter :  nor  did  be^dtow  himself  1 6 
suppose,  that  Julietta  would  have  repined  at  the  » 
x  change.  The  Count  had  often  made  a  ridicule  of  4 
the  marriage  tie  ;  yet  he  knew  it  was  indispensible 
for  him  to  ester  into  such  an  engagement,  and  give 
an  heir  to  his  family  honours  and  titles.  Julietta 
was  the  only  female  he  had  yet  seen,  whom  he  should 
willingly  consent  to  take  us  his  wife,  and  she  was  lost 
to  himi  distracting  was  the  thought,  and  he  impi¬ 
ously  cursed  the  walls  that  enclosed  her. 


.  He  branched  into  dissipation,  drank-  „  . 

sorted  to  every  place  of  enterta  „met.t’  ifT  ’  ^ 

H«ve  the  fair  nun  fr„m  his  “  hope,  *. 

finely  rooted  there  and  h  •  >  bl»t  6he  was  too 

diet  „f  8ix  wX;;d  harJ  experienced  a  con- 

truth,  and  stme  demon  of  “Ck"°W,ed**d  ">e, 
hlm  w'th  the  horrid  project  of  oht  l,lilpired 

of  the  lovely  Julietm  He  h  -i  TTS  pMMtsion 
Oener  to  convey  a  ,e«er  "the  •**  «*■ 

Wently  expressed  hit  “  whicl1  W 

r-^„^';h^^ir:,ed^ft- 

Ite  would  leave  no  means  untried  to  obt  nT'0”’ 
T*  and  retire  with  her  beyotd  l  r ”  ch  f  > 

"°”> 1111  he  eould  move  the  Pope  „,  Z  /  PerSeCU- 
procure  a  dispensation.  The  m  *  “d 

his  trust,  and  brought  a  h  WaS  faithful  to 

•  prohibited  the  Count  from^ch  a  JU,,Ctta  strong1y 
suring  him  that  she  should  ^  enterPnze’  as" 

\  Impiety,  nor  perj„,e  her  S0Q, 

-ere„„t~XrrZ~^ 

make  her  days  pass  as  nf  f  ^  pn°ry»  to 

consistent  to  her  dutv  •  easant  as  Possible,  and  act 
amiable titint  l‘e  ZT  ***  ’“***  '*  * 

-im,  sod  revenge  for  tht  ^ 

sion,  and  he  took  a  sa^r  •  *  °  th  h,s  Pas- 

his  designs  against  her  *  P'“"^  wi‘h 


•d  thafcood-wlN  of  pnoresa*  who  often  ™»P«*«d 
him  in  services  that  wart  »•«  haiongiag 

rewarded  him  accordingly.  lo  th*  apartments 

peculiarly  a^topri^  to  the  a^per^  "«  *  *** 

B«mhef  of  curies  plant.,  sno^  of  them  exoUcs  ;  »he 
wa*  fond  to  excess  of  ttowaw  and  *e  study  of  bo- 
UjBT  and  many  of  the  notte.  who  had  relatieas  it 
St.  Glair’s,  an*  hnew  this  penchant,  had  presented 
the  Prioress  with  some  of  the  choicest  productions 
of  this  nature  thah  could  he  psorwMkh 

Alexis  was  allowed  to  water  aad  attend  these 
plant.,  in  prefer****  to  *he  bted  gmdonef»«whe  be¬ 
ing;  a  much  yonnger  man,  wasAwd.wittwtted,  though 
in  rmhty,  coukl  their  haerte^6««  W*d.  he  wm 
the  most'  hsnest  of  the  two,  to  hew 

tray-histmit.  (But  to  return  from  this  digpeeftem) 

a  circumstance  dr at  suited  the  aehyneo  of  the  Crnrat 
de  Valve.  He  repeated  his  importunity,  «•*  bl. 
-  aasirtw*  gave  Julietta  the  lettm,  aa  shewaa-waltoing 
in  aeohfeary  part  of  the  garden.  She-  deigtied  t&e 

nerrtdayho  sthdarepV*  h«*  it  wa*o  *w*re  <me^ 

the  threatened,  i#  he  dared  again  la  imermpt  her 
Marne,  rtie  would  prmeub  the  fViawao  w*h  Aa  let- 
ter,  and  betray  hath  bitnstffuod  Alexis  to  thaean* 
wqoenee.  .attending  thrtr  gudty.  attempt.  . 

H  H4u«htf,  co^  knsendble  wmaany" 

the  enmge&  Coantv  “  bj^  Heavoa  i  «<*  deairt 

how  can  i  get  her  into  my  power,  without  ec 
dangeving  our  muteal«*fe#y^  and- 1  »«M  MSti* 


■Hi 


4  ^  * 

P'«n,  when  „„e  morning  ^  “ *"a,,f  «™»gcd  any 

l^nee,  that  he  had  heart  £“  '"^'■t  hi-»  mtefc 

be,  was  'hopping  some  „0"7  ‘  «V*hr.  while 
»«lerJol,etta  was  ,ery  i||  j,"  Ule  l,fchen,  that 

P-nt,  and  medicines  had  been  f ^ionnf  ' 

‘ake  *>“'  ‘ines  a  day  H.  r  *'d*red  for  her,  t. 
trouble,  and  ^  hrhi‘ 

following  morning.  Ju|;ett_,  .  hour  on  the 

position  flattered  theCoun  ^  Md  '"dio- 

hut  her  lofty  sentiments  and’bi  \  “  ”e'  Said  he, 

<Wn  "hen  I  hare  her  if”  "*  ,,U  le‘  her 

sees  there  is  no  difficulty  or  dan  ^  arms^  and  she 
been  content  to  hazard  fcA  *"  b“l  ",h“*  I  hare 

"ounce, hi,  fng.d  c°nd  er^ke,  ohe  wil,  re. 

endear, „g  arguments.  dly  ^d  to  my 

The  Count  had  the  vilio  a 
Preparation  from  potent^ T h' *  chemic*' 

»hich  taken  ina„y  liquid,  ^  droP»  of 

sleep  for  eight  and  fortv  h  Cause  a  death-like 

seem  to  beat,  so  8]ow  4nld  bi  PuUe  Wo«ld  not 
Wh°  e  f°rm  would  have  thl  hue  a?d  ‘he 

a  corpse.  He  delivered  this  to  T.  aPPear*nce  of 
V,°  ’  w,th  directions  for  him  to  A  **'*  ,n  a  “mail 

^as  absent  from  her  cell  and  h  wh®“  J“Ketta 

--The  man 

Lord  Count,  that  though  admit*  ^  ye  “ot»  »y 
of  the  priory,  it  would  be  death d  mt°  8eve"d  Parts 
prohibited  apartment,  amon^  wt  u  **  *°  ^  a 
the  sisterhood.”  g  hlch  are  the  cells  of 
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««  Overcome  this  difficulty,”  said  De  Valve, 

««  watch  with  a  lynx  eye  for  such  a  moment,  and 
“  here  is  your  reward.” 

Alexis  promised  compliance,  and  departed,  villain 
like,  without  making  a  single  enquiry  into  the  na¬ 
ture  ot  effect  of  the  drug  he  had  received,  add  which 
he  was  too  successful  in  administering  that  same 
evening.  Julietta  felt  so  languid,  that  she  request¬ 
ed  to  be  excused  attending  at  vespers;  but  this  the 
superior  would  not  allow,  and  with  a  reproachful 
air,  accused  her  of  feigning  to  be  worse  than  she 
really  was,  that  she  might  not  perform  the  pious 
duties  of  her  situation.  Julietta  replied  not,  but  a 
sildbt  tear  marked  her  anguish,  and  she  slowly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  chapel  with  the  rest  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  no  one  was  left  in  that  part  of  the  edifice  but 
two  nuns,  who  from  extreme  old  age  was  unable  to 
leave  their  cells.  Aleitis,  ever  on  the  .Watch ,  seized 
this  opportunity,  and  entered  the  one  appropriated 
to  Julietta.  Some  medicine  was  on  the  table  pour¬ 
ed  out  into  a  cup ;  he  poured  in  the  contents  of  the 
viol  the  Count  had  given  him,  arid  cautiously  re¬ 
treated  back  to  the  garden  ;  nor  had  this  action  been 
discovered  by  any  human  eye ;  and  the  miscreant, 
absorbed  in  guilt  at  that  time,  forgot  there  was  an 
heavenly  one  to  take  cognizance  of  his  crime. 

As  they  were  returning  from  vespers,  Julietta 
fainted,  and  was  conveyed  to  her  cell  by  some  lay 
sisters,  one  of  whom  remained  with  her,  and  when 
she  shewed  signs  of  recovery,  to  faciliate  that  desi¬ 
rable  event,  sister  Martha  administered  the  fatal 
.  draught. 

■  „  » ■  • 


!  sleepXd  7he  gW  ^  “  P**>«nd 

>,eriOT  »f  ‘he  state  of  her  **  ■“«»»  «>.  »«- 

*  viJt^Wrtllrd  "T  ”'0uld  prore  of  *»- 

ed  ‘he  fair  one  too  severed  [  ‘Dg  ,reat- 

might  complain  to  her  fat/’  ”  PCTl>aP'  ,earful  «he 
‘he  grate,  of  her  trio"  ohr  ^  °  °ft<m  •“«  a*  * 

Pel  when/  ,n//,!7  °b"f ' 1  '»  "■>*  «•  ‘he  oho- 

«°  si‘  up  with  her,  aJCtf  ‘f  I?  **» 

priory  case  of  sickness)  to  he  sen,  ^ 

•opting,  and  that  she  should  be  treated' '  1‘ 
possible  care  and  tenderness.  d  * *7'’* 

?***"  cm“ 

ed  the  convent  with  the  renort'”?  ay  “st<!r*  ala™- 
'fhe  prioress,  and  secern,  XjJJSf ’*  *** 
ned  to  the  cell,  „„d  f0„nd  ,|,e  “  ,U"' 

a  messenger  was  se  f  ff  ^  to°  trne>  and 

severely  blam/d  ,h^^^*° 

acted ;  thev  ft  ] *  fno  i  Par*  had 

corpse  themselves,  If  'h' 

spectable  woman  who  had  }  °6  ^  *  re" 

Julietta,  that  they  might  be  con"  n.UrSe  to  La<l> 

been  practised  a,  mo/  t  "°  M 

’  mote  than  one  instance  had  Ut  i 
.occurred  m  R„ne„,  whwe  oe  had  '"‘ely 

elope,  the  superior,  to  avoid  hi  h“d  cmrtnred  »® 
disgrace,  had  reported  her  1  7  7  C°nC<'"1  th<! 

which  was  afterwards  discorererf  «F 

•  r>* 
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When  A'exia  heard  of  the  death  of  JulietU,  >* 

Jlacieute  struck,  and  intpreeated  when  beg* 

a  nnf  a  thousand  curses  on  the 

the" Count  as  a  villain  who  had  drawn  him  into  the 
the  Count,  as  hi,  next  interview  with 

D^Valvei'to'whom  he  repaired  without  loss 

commit  any  bad  act  he  set  him  on,  so  hi.  rapacious- 
ness  for  money  was  satisfied. 

"Wording  to  the  rules  of  the  priory,  which  was 
strictly  enforced,  the  corpse,  after  the  requisite  ab¬ 
lutions  had  been  performed,  was  drest,  wit  e 
ception  of  the  veil,  in  the  nuns  halnt,  the  hea 

jug  bound  round  with  a  cambric  handkerchief  rich 

ly  perfumed ;  it  was  placed  m  a  coffin  cov“'  ” 
lin  black  cloth,  devoid  of  any  ornament.  Within 
'twelve  home  after  the  decease  of  the  nun,  and  ex¬ 
actly  at  the  twenty-fourth  hour,  let  it  fall  either  m 
the  day  or  night,  the  corpse  was  interred  in 
vaults  which  ran  under  a  considerable  par  o 
ancient  priory  i  its  former  entrance  had  been  b 
some  steps  from  the  chapel,  but  these  were  so  m| 
worn  by  age,  as  to  baffle  repair,  and  were  »«y  no 
safe,  nnd  the  late  prioress,  a.  the  readiest  and  tera 
expensive  way,  had  an  opening  made  from  the  gar 
den,  the  doors  of  which  (there  being  nothing  to 

tempt  nocturnal  plunderers)  was  only  closed  by  an 

exterior  bolt.  The  supposed  corpse  was  followed  by 

the  superior,  twelve  nuns,  andfour  lay  sisters,  strew 
ing  rueqnd  rosemary,  andu  monk  from  t  e  circis- 
terian  moUastry,  who  came  to  perform  the  funeral 


could  do  it  wTt si fety 1  hh eWa t^h J  ^and  a<,800n  as  he 
removed  the  coffin  lid  *  u  V***  ered  tbe  vauI*>  *«d 
ed,  to  give  air  t!  h  d;  ^  but  «%btly 
ideality  become  vhatTkZln'^’  £  ^  ^ 

'  returned  with  the  Count  h  tu  A  nll'  ni^1t tre 
•nd  taking  the  e„ffi„  r,n  •  ‘  StriCt'y 

between  them  to  the  CountT  9  °U,derS’  the?  ^  i't 
and  a  half  distant  Th  man*,0n’  ^arly  a  mile 
by  the  centinels  but  'th^  frequent1^  challenged 

fcver,  that  thev  mi«  .  died  of  a  putrid 

St.  Owen',  at  that  hour  for  feCff  ChU,'C,,.  rf 

Section,  thev  were  all  a  spreading  the  in- 

JI-«tiou8;  the  -soldiers" hastening  sTfT 
bounds  would  allow  wltt,  *  °  *  as  their 

Tl  .  *  HU0W  w,th  terror  and  disgust 
The  res, deuce  of  the  Count  de  VaL  L 

that  formed  ^ 

Progressively  suffered  it  fal’,  to 
«» the  present  possessor  had  caused  Th  'r 

t«th«,r0ugi,ly  repaired  and  nrederrHredTmTh  ^ 
»'ble,  and  it  thus  formed  a  h  a  StIiUchas 
Part  «f  another  wing  was  mad  *  °  j  S°me  raan8»n.<  1  '' 
™<l  a  handsome  J£* J"*  'm°  *— *  °*c«, 
and  was 

P"e  was  left  to  moulder  in  a  state  f  *  StuPet1^  . 
sertion.  Few  of  these  old  build  ^P**®  de' 
their  traditions  of  dreadful  deeds  -T  ** 
mestics  could  relate  many  a  tr>  !  I  *****  tfo“ 
bud  been  done  centuries  back  Tt  *  *** 

were  effectually  prevented  r  Casi^  ^d  they 

^  fc,'ngs  by  superstitious^ a^nd^deallfe^.^* 


I 


therefore  found  no  difficulty  in  ton- 
burthen  into  the  north  wing  un- 
ot’  the  chambers  of 
that  had  suffered  the  least  from 
which,  by  the  aid  *f  Alexis,  he  had 


The  Count 
veying  his  lovely 
seen,  and  depositing  her  in  one 
the  upper  story, 

neglect,  arid  into  . 

conveyed  bed  clothes,  some  elegant  female  dresses, 
and  every  article  that  could,  at  sufch  short  notice, 
contribute  to  make  the  apartment  have  an-air  ot 

comfort.  '  , 

Poor  Julietta  was  laid  on  the  bed,  and  left,  for  the 

Count  was  aware  that  many  hours  must  elapse  be¬ 
fore  the  drug  would  lose  its  effect,  and  the  fait  orte 
in  consequence  wake  from  her  death-like  sleep. 

Alexis  repaired  to  the  priory  garden  at  an  early 
hour,  and  entering  the  vaults,  moved  the  coffins  sc 
as  to  hide  the  sacrilegious  theft  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted,  which  was  easily  effected,  being  all  of  th< 
same  sort  •  and  several  of  the  sisterhood  had  expitec 
within  the  last  year,  and  no  decay  of  the  wood  wa 

apparent.  , 

When  the  fair  nun  opened  her  blue  eyes,  sh 

feebly  gazed  around  with  an  air  that  implied  vacuil 
of  reason.  De  Valvfc  administered  some  restofl 
tives,  but  her  brain  was  in  such  a  torpor,  that  thr< 
full  days  and  nights  hud  elapsed  before  she  bailed 
full  return  of  sense,  and  was  able  to  listen  to  tl 
confession  the  Count  made  Of  the  means  and  ri< 
he  had  run  to  obtain  her  freedom.  He  made  tl 
most  ardent  professions  of  love  and  constancy,  ai 
avowed  bis  determination  to  dispose  of  all  his  Nc 
man  property',  and  fly ; with  her  ’to  s*ome  part 
Great  Britain;  where  their  marriage  could  be  i 
Memnized,  and  they  might  fenjoy  fevery  elegfmt  coi 


fortof life  unembitter ed  I...  .  ..  '  '  " 

"’“"“"c  interference  or  tyra  Jk‘Zl  “*  ^ 

to  me ;  r  trill  beeltn  '  me"U  “nd  l’ar‘ait‘ 

your  bride  after  2  "  ‘  C“"  «*•*  *>e 

ever  rel„d,n  Tl  ,  °*‘h  '  W 

4  I  performed  it.  The  breach  of  thn 
vo-vs  would  hatmt  me  wit|,  °f  th°« 

eventually  deprive  me  of  reasTn-  f!  I  ”°‘ 

«l«'«  to  thrive  in  worldly  a(f  •  ’  h°"  COuld  1 
Heaven  ?  bn,  were  “.of,  T  ^  *«  »f 

rsffus  ties;,et  7 

■oved  Th‘:  c2va.i''’,V;'OVed’  a“d  —  be-' 

evaher  Bertrand  de  TIi-iHpw 
sesses  my  warmest  affections  Mv  P°S’ 

attachment,  and  disapproved  it  •  he  ^  n'T  °“r 

thority,  and  I  am  hi.  •  .■  *  ’  “  exetted  his  an- 

proposed  to  rZ  ZT"  %  f“ithful  »as 
flexible;  it  is  l  - 

for  a  moment,  that  wha,  I  rtf  Jed  to  ““'“T’  " 
tnnch  beloved  Bertrand,  I  would'”  ,7  "  *°° 

I  would  sooner  forfeit  existence.''  y°“-  N°’ 

The  Count  was  aw ur, 

—e„,,heknew„o;h;w;:n;:,;wb'“"<ii" 

Juhelta  heaved  a  deep  5|gh,  and  r«umed  her  dis- 

“  Be  generous  and  honourable  to  me  m 
Count,  "nd  I  will  act  the  same  t„  t  7  dear 
therefore  with  complacence  To  ! 

propose.  1  1  am  g°»ng  to 

“  tor  me  to  return  to  the  priory  of  St  n»-  .  •  4 

impossible ;  if  my  narratiye  ^  *  Sfc  C,a,r  8>  « 

beved,  I  should  suffer  dreadful  n  •  u  ***  be“ 

r  areadful  punishments  ;  was  it  ■ 

‘  .  M' 


Credited  on  the  co 
you ;  heaven  knov 
me  in  a  painful  pi 
‘I  ask,  and  you 
secrecy 
some  Italian  < 
of  the  valley 
little  known, 
vious  to  my  entering 
ther  habit,  and  the  name 
not  be  the  least  danger  c 
“Never!”  1 
negative  with  a 
Chevalier 

with  me,  become  my 

tenderness  on  my 

will  be  happy 


have  my  lull  torgiveuc**  — - ; 

Place  me  is  a  relation  of  your  own  m 
convent;  there  are  many  in  the  vicinity 
of  St.  GothardV:  my  person  is  very 
.from  the  very  retired  life  I  led  pre- 
into  the  priory,  and  under  ano- 
.  of  sister  Frances,  there  will 
of  discovery.” 

replied  the  Count,  and  he  aealed  his 
dreadful  oath.  “  You  »>« 

what  then*  you  an  never  be  ht.  I  «S 

adored  bride,  love  and  unre 
side, will 'gein  your  affec 
with  me,  and  forget  th 
children  may  also  b 


mitting 

tions,  you  ✓ 

former  object  of  your  love;  ^ 

..  »w>  *  a*,-*- 

,hi.  tragic  subject  for  three  long  weeks.  <t"nng 
£*£  Count  employed  his 

to  procure  e.ery  article  that  could  in  the  least  .  r 
liorate  her  situation ;  but  her  deiicacy  was  much 
shocked  at  the  manner  of  .  her  seelusron ,  indhe 

in  his  endeavours' to  gam  her  lo  , 

the  benefit  of  a  female  attendant.  ^ 

Dreadfbl  was  the  conclusion  of  this  aff  . 

raged  at  her  firm  resistance  to  .»  «W  con. 

her  continual  demands  to  be  sent  o  an 


;  r;-  "»•  ***  bra, 

1  duracy,  where  fie  sueci 

'ii 

i 

I  with  her  i„  n,  '  "* 

I  win  that  state ;b 

I]  dued  by  her  1„„  „f 

|  ret?»°u>e  close  bn,  eft, 

j|  .  ‘nistr«s.  till  .,  „ 

i  j*1”*  "ltere,).  she  mi^t 

.""'""ti  earnest 
i  t«  Pursuance  „f  ,h 

f»“«d  the.  the  Count 

2  her  rni»  completed. 
a„,jr’  *"d  ti'stisiu  was  „„„ 

.  her  undoer,  it  „as 
*,0“  futireroent ;  but  , 

^^VuWinC^  er 
IZ  he  propMtdi  or 

,  t}'*  the  gl„„ 

ab»<ie.  Julietta  > 
sow  of  silence  as  UHbe 

ft  '  7erest  iujury  .ha, 
fenceless  female,  r  • 

b“‘he  was  inflexible. 

‘  Then  lam  l„st,”  ei 

*"■**'!”  uud  sinking  on  h 

°Wy  i,and8  '“"■utds  heaee 
witness,  that  she  would  neve 
“““'■i  hate  him  while  lift  "' 

ri:rmdeath 

1,0  mean8  unfrias, 


*  ne  was  not 
for  ,0vej  jealo 
Ved  *°  make  her 
As  a  wife  he 
"°  Prospect  of  ha 
1  he  trusted  her 
she  would  , 

“Sant  seclusion 
rnore  mature 
mix  in  a  Ian 


U9ed  to  this 

,,8J  inflamed 

/  - 

•“  honor  d 
no  longer 
Ppiness 
spirit  sub¬ 
consent  to  re-  - 
'*  a°d  become 
aoe>  her  person 
■'ger  circle,  nn  ' 
quit  the  country 

Z  r  ,>,an’  J"««ta 

1 77ci"M 

htdl  she  rejected  . 

■  r-  «o 

«hu  leas,  ,„p 
«»  'hu  old  plea  „f  „  r(,.; 

.  “  P^itieely  denied, 
must  either  eonsent 

lm^  ont  the  remainde  r 

apartment  that  „bw  fiT  f 

~  her  i„, 

^;«hongh  she  hading;  ' 
provided 0  '  °ff'r'd  '«  » 

r  Pranf^rl  . 


lust  and  cruelty,  was  compelled  to  suffer  a  repetition 
of  his  detested  embrace. 

More  than  once  her  piercing  shrieks  had  faintly 
reached  the  inhabited  part  of  the  castle,  but  it  pro¬ 
cured  her  no  redress,  for  that  circumstance,  joined 
to  gleams  of  light  having  been  partially  seen  through 
the  gothic  casements  of  the  north  wing,  only  served 
to  ijncrea.se  their  superstitious  terrors,  and  make 
them  mote  than  ever  eager  to  avoid  that  part  of  the 
edifice,  and  their  vile  master  often  diverted  himself 
with  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  what  they  had  seen 
or  heard,  for  many  of  their  horrific  descriptions  had 
no  foundation  but  what  arose  from  the  effect  of 
fright  on  their  weak  brains. 

In  his  visits  to  the  unfortunate  nun,  he  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  engaged  with  his  usual  parties,  for  he 
left  the  mansion  by  the  grand  entrance,  and  return¬ 
ed  the  same  way,  and  entered  the  north  wing  by  a 
small  door  that  was  partially  obscured  by  one  of  the 
buttresses. 

Julietta  had  endured  her  painAil  and  degrading  ' 
confinement  above  three  months.  Grief. wasted  her 
form,  and  faded  the  lustre  of  her  eye;  and  the  re¬ 
peated  disappointments  she  met  with  in  her  attempts 
to  escape,  overwhelmed  her  countenance  with  the 
deepest  gloom.  No  longer  an  object  of  love  to  the 
Count,  she  became  that  ef  hatred  and  disgust,  and 
he  sincerely  wished  her  death ;  for  his  alliance  was 


jW^  to*  hi»  daughter, 
esses  Normandy  «rfrld 
‘ctive,  and  her  manners 

Her  complex^,  which 

Aefehcy 

plwWd  hftb, 
advantages  offered  id  tWp^f. 

'  ■■ 

night  from  an  entertaltl- 
very  low  spirits, 
and  debating  hew  he 
regard  to  Julietta.  4 

sJeep,  though  strongly  court- 
b€T1^  irffluenbe  over  him 


"  “  4uurae’  WM  n<*  exactly  suited  to 
•t  the  Count*  yet  on  the  whole,  she 
and  he  s.ghed  for  the  advantages  i 
posed  union,  >  vf  ' 

-  He  returned  home <* 
mdht  at  the  Count  de  Loire’s,  in 
regretting  bis  past  actions, 
abaold  act  with  i 
;  He  went  to  bed,  b<it , 

^ed,  would  not  shed  her 

over  h*^  eoo°h;  an  uneasy  presentimaht 
?PJCUaZ  «#*  he  *tenni„ 

hat  for  her  removal 

trivaute*  >*  *  tynpf*#.  ^ 

;  As  all  the  servants- we 
or  at  least  retwedheufSi 
•Klthrooghtfte  apart 
of  the  Western  wihg,  a 

**  rhas  necttsar^  W<< 

*>pened  the  dob* 
started  back  with  Sens 
Surprise,  on  beholding 
toward*  hkn  through 
nieatt  elapsed  before  i 
«y*s  once  more  to  the* 
not  yet  beheld  him,  th< 


nnnsual  to  him,  and 

f  exquisite  alarm  and 
e  ^^°re  approaching 

me  isle*  Some  mo. 
courage  to  raise  hi* 
r  bi»  terror,  who  hat! 
v  only  at  a  few  paces 
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distant.  It  was  Julietta,  who  had  re-aaaumea  ner 
nun's  dress,  now  in  the  act  of  making  her  escape, 
which  she  would  without  doubt  have  effected,  had 
she  not  unfortunately  been  intercepted  by  the  en¬ 
raged  Count.  He  pronounced  her  name  in  an  an¬ 
gry  accent;  she  beheld  him  and  shrieked  for  aid, 
imploring  heaven  and  earth  to  save  her.  The  Count 
intreated  silence,  but  she  heeded  him  not,  W  excla¬ 
mations  alarmed  him  beyond  expression ;  so  near  to 
the  apartments  she  fflbst  soon  be  heard.  His  cha¬ 
racter,  his  life  was  at  stake,  every  moment  he  ex¬ 
pected  some  intruder.  He  endeavoured  to  force 
T..i-  t»er  aoartment,  but  she  burst  from 
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he  soon  stifled  this  inward  monitor,  by  representing 
what  he  had  done  as  a  compelled  act  of  self  preser¬ 
vation,  and  he  turned  his  thoughts  todisposing  the 
corpse  ouf*of  the  way.  But  all  his  efforts  could  n<5t 
remove  it,  the  weight,  now  life  had  fled,  was  too 
much  for  him,  and  the  sanguinary  stream  flowed, in 
torrents  from  the  wounds  on  the  marble  pavement. 
He  retreated  from  the  chapel,  and  locked  the  doors. 

He  hastened  to  his  apartment,  and  taking  a  sopo¬ 
rific  draught,  once  more  returned  to  bed,  and  slept 
very  sound  till  a  late  hour  of  the  day. 

During  breakfast,  he  was  mortified  by  the  en¬ 
trance  of  his  house  steward,  accompanied  by  '•Ma¬ 
dame,  de  An\and,  an  aged  respectable  woman,  who 
had  the  superintendance  of  the  female  domestics; 
they  both  assured  him,  that  neither  themselves,  or 
the  servants  under  them,  (and  in  whose  names  they 
had  been  requested  to  make  the  declaration)  could 
stay  at  the  castle,  which  was  certainly  visited  by  su¬ 
pernatural  spirits,  as  they  could  all  testify,  for  every 
individual  of  the  family  had  heard. 

The  Count  mustered  resolution  to  reply  with  as¬ 
perity,  “  Not  every  individual,  for  I  at  least  am  ex¬ 
empted,  for  I  heard  it  not.  But  why  this  sudden 
resolve  to  leave  my  service  ?  Long  since  I  have  heard 
idle  tales  of  the  shut-up  apartments  being  haunted.” 

“  While  they  confined  their  visits,”  said  the  stew¬ 
ard,  “  to  the  deserted  parts  of  the  fabric,  it  was 
little  heeded,  and  it  was  seldom  any  thing  was  seen 
or  heard  ;  but  of  late  it  has  increased  there,  and  on 
this  last  night  noises  jvere  heard  in  the  chapel  of  a 
dreadful  and  most  uncommon  nature.  ”  “  And  noyp 

they  approach  so  near  us,”  rejoined  Madame  St. 


Amanda  “  we  are  m  motuentarj  iea 
spectre  crossihgf  ofar  sight.”  ~>j 
L-‘f!p^haw,’»  said  the  Count,  irtwnj 
ft  no  more  of  this  tedious  stuff";  I  c 
such  ideas  from '  two  of  rtfy  lowest 
some  patience,  but  from  you,  who; 
natural  sense  out  to  make  you  soar 
gar  prejudices,  a 
is  insufferable.*' 
pel  alone,  •< 

1  give  you 
day-  from  this, 
household,  and  w 
every 

at  eleven -this  night,  nor  presume 
eight  the  next  morning, 
the  merit'. or  demerit  shall  be  all  my  own; 

They  were  going  respectfully  to  endeavour  to  per¬ 
suade  him  from  what  they  termed  a  rash,  if  not  a 
presumptuous  attempt,-  but  he  waved  his  hand  in 
token  for  them  to  retire,  and  they  reluctantly  obeyed. 

It  was  now  the  hour  in  which  he  was  to  meet 
Alexis;  he  took  from  him  the  parcel  he  had  brought, 
^and- giving  him  some  gold,  ordered  him  to  return  at 
mignight,  as  he  wanted  him  to  assist  in  a  particular 
affair,  which  he  could  not  commit  to  another  person. 

Alexis  was  shocked  when  he  came  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Julietta’s  death,  and  the  manner  of  it;  but 
he  had  gone  too  far  to  recede,  and  a  thirst  for  money 
chaced  remorse.  He  descended  to  the  vaults  under 
the  chapel  with  the  Couut,  where  they  had  formerly 
concealed  the  ihell  in.  which  they  stole  the  then  living 


nd  set  a  proper  example  to  tne  rest, 
This  night  1  will  watch  in  the  cha- 
and  if  I  do  mot  effectually  lay  the  ghost, 
i  all  leave  to  quit  the  eastle  on  the*  third 
Go  and  impart  my  resolve  to  the 
ith  it  my  strict  commands,  that 
one  of  you  retire  to  your  respective  chambers 

to  leave  them  till 
I  will  have  no  interference. 


£» 

Julietta  from  the  priory.  In  this  the  remains  of W 
murdered  nun  was  placed,  and  deposited  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  furthermost  division  of  the  vaults,  behind 
an  enormously  large  stone  coffin,  which  Contained 
the  dust  of  Reginal,  first  Count  de  Valv6,  so  created 
by  the  grandfather  of  William,  Duke  of  Normandy 
afterwards  the  conqueror  of  England,  a  much  more 
honourable  man  than  the  present  possessor  of  his 
title  and  estates.  After  depositing  the  corpse  > 
Julietta,  so  as  to  secure  tlnjir  own  safety,  their  next 
care  was  to  cleanse  the  blood  from  the, pavement,  * 
task  they  accomplished  with  much  difficulty  ; 
some  spots  remained  on  the  steps  of  the  altar,  which 
no  labour  or  skill  could  erase,  and  as  they  were  so 
small  as  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  but  a  very 
nice  inspector,  they  flattered  themselves  they  had 
cleared  away  every  vestige  of  their  guilt;  for  were 
these  traces  of  blood  perceived,  whp  could  tell  how 
they  came  there  ;  and  the  Count  having  rewarded 
his  assistant  with  the  enormous  price  he  demanded, 
theyJeft  the  chapel  in  more  composure  of  mihd 

than  could  be  expected  after  sucli  horrid  transac¬ 
tions. 

The  next  morning  the  Count  had  his  servants  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  great  hall,  and  he  reported  that  he 
had  indeed  beheld  an  appalling  vision— the  spectre 

of  his  own  father,  who  bitterly  reproached  him  for 
not  having  had  a  proper  number  of  masses  perform¬ 
ed  for  Ins  soul’s  repose,  dying  as  he  did  in  full 

health,  cut  off  suddenly  without  a  minute  allowed 
for  preparation,  to  encounter  the  awful  presence  of 
Ins  Maker.  “  I  have  promised,”  continued  the 
Count,  “  to  Strictly  observe  what  he  enjoins,  and 

*  -v 
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shall  this  moriing  consult  a  reverend  prelate  on  the 
occasion,  and  have  the  required  number  of  masses 
performed  withia  this  mouth,  and  till  that  period  » 
elapsed,  I  will  have  the  chapel  close  abut, ^  and  I 
trust  peace  is  once  more  restored  to  the  man.  The 
domestics  bowed  and  retired  ;  some  were  satehed  . 
with  what  their  Lord  had  said,  and  troubled  thehs- 
selves  no  further  about  the  matter;  but  there  wd<e 
others,  who  thought  the  'whole  affair  very  mysteri¬ 
ous,  and  though  they  could  not  tell  what  was  _ 
wronw,  remained  convinced  that  all  was  not  right; 
the  noises  that  hvd  recently  alarmed  them  certain  y 
ceased.  Some  praised  the  Count's  valour,  sod  the 
others  silently  blamed  him,  on  the  supposition  that 
there  was  more  past  in  the  chapel  thaii  he  chose  to 
meet  the  eyes  or  ears  of  his  domestics.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  but  a  short  lived  wonder,  other  passing 

events  engaged  their  attention,  and  the  circumstance 
was  not,  till  called*  forth-by  a  disclosure  of  the 

Count’s  crimes,  but  faintly  remembered. 

Six  months  after  the  murder  of  J ulietta,  a  venera¬ 
ble  priest  attended  in  the  chapel  belonging  to  the 

Count  de  Valv  e,  to  join  the  hands  of  that  nobleman 
to  those  of  Isabel,  daughter  of  the  Marquis  de  Loire, 

an  amiable  young  lady,  who  sincerely  loved  her  in. 

tended  bridegroom,  and  knew  not  his  vices. 

She  was  attended  to  the  altar  by  her  parents,  ana 
six  young  ladies  of  the  first  quality, >drest  in  white 
and  silver,  as  her  brldemaids.  The  Count  de  Valve 
was  sumptuously  habited,  and  looked  a  very  Adonis. 
He  was  attended  by  the  same  number  of  gentlemen ; 
and  the  chic  f  servants  of  both  families,  ornamented 


With  bridal  favours,  were  allowed  to  fee  spectators  of 
the  ceremony  ;  and  a  number  of  singing  boys  were 
allowed  to  come  from  the  cathedral,  to  perform  a 
nuptial  anthem.  But  the  expected  felicity  of  the 
day  was  much  damped  by  the  following  circumstan- 

’  ’;eS*  Mde  Valv6  was  Pacing  the  ring  on  his  bride's 
finger,  three  large  distinct  drops  of  blood  fell  from 
his  nostrils  on  the  white  dress  of  the  bride ;  she  gave 
a  deep,  sigh  at  this  ill  omen,  and  trembled  violently 
during  the  remainder  of  the  ceremony. 

No  sooner  was  it  concluded,  than  the  Count  was 
observed  to  fix  a  steady  gaze  towards  the  altar;  bis 
colour  fled,  a  cold  perspiration  bedewed  his  fore, 
head,  and  with  a  heavy  groan  dropped  senseless  on 

the  steps,  and  was  conveyed  to  one  of  the  nearest 
chambers. 

Isabel,  now  Countess  de  Valv6,  her  mother,  and 
the  rest  of  the  ladies,  was  conducted  to  a  saloon, 
where  every  elegance  was  displayed ;  but  the  joys  of 
the  fair  bride  was •  blighted,  and  she  reclined  on  a 
*ofa,  weeping  in  the  arms  of  the  afflicted  Marchio- 

In  the  mean  time  the  Count  had  recovered,  and 
assured  the  anxious  Marquis,  that  what  he  had  wit¬ 
nessed  was  entirely  owing  to  the  overflowings  of  his 
joy  at  the  honour  done  him  by  the  fair  Isabel”  and 
they  returned  with  the  gentlemen  into  the  saloon,  to 
the  great  relief  of  the  bride,  who  feared  that  some 
fatal  indisposition  was  going  to  snatch  De  Valv* 
from  her.  A  sumptuous  repast  was  served  up  the 
wine  circulated  briskly, -and  the  guests  enlivened  the 
circle  with  refined  wit,  soijgs  and  elegant  conversa* 
tion.  But  the  Count  was  frequently  abstracted,  and 
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his  conduct  gave  rise  to  many  painful  conjectures  in 
the  breasts  of  Isabel’s  parents^  who  were  now  appre¬ 
hensive  that  he  would  not  prove  a  kind  husband. 

A  twelyemonth  elapsed  without  any  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  Countess,  yet  she  was  not  happy. 
I)e  Valve  seemed  to  love  her  to  distraction,  yet  at 
times  he  would  start  with  horror  from  her,  rush  from 
the  room,  and  sheovould  pot  see  him  for  hours ; 
when  he  would  return  quite  composed,  but  refuse 
to  give  any  explanation  to  her  tender  intreaties  to 
know  the  cause  of  his  anxiety,  and  she  was  certain 
he  had  some  mighty  secret  labouring  in  his  breast. 

The  Countess  at  this  period  was  laying  in  with  a 
beauteous  boy ;  but  De  Valve,  as  soon  as  his  first 
emotions  of  joy  had  subsided  at  this  event,  became ' 
more  than  ever  gloomy.  He  was  convulsed  in  his 
slumbers,  and  his  health  rapidly  declined.  The  real 
cause  was,  his  being  haunted  every  midnight  by  the 
spectre  of  the  murdered  nun ;  though  unseen  by 
every  other  human  eye.  In  vain  he  resorted  at  that 
hour  to  public  places,  she  still  was  there,  he  could 
not  escape  her,  and  with  her  gestures  she  threaten¬ 
ed  dread  vengeance.  The  first  time  of  her  awful 
appearance  was  at  this  altar,  where  she  met  her 
doom  exactly  at  the  moment  that  Isabel  was  pro¬ 
nounced  his  bride.  Yet  this  was  not  the^  only  ill 
he  had  to  struggle  with ;  Alexis  was  become  quite 
burthensome  and  impertinent ;  his  request  for  money 
was  insupportable.  He  had  quitted  his  station  of 
gardener,  and  reporting  that  he  had  a  fortune  left 
him  by  a  relation,  lived  in  riotous  profusion,  and  the 
base  enjoyment  of  low  pleasures,  suited  to  his  vul¬ 
gar  mind ;  and  such  was  the  state  of  his  conscience^. 


that  he  was  never  easy  bat  when  inebriated.  The 
Count  detested  the  sight  of  him,  as  being  the  only 
individual  who  knew  his  guilt,  and  who  injured  his 
fortune  by  unbounded  rapacity,  and  he  determined 
to  remove  him  from  the  earth,  but  not  to  trust  any 
other  hand  with  the  commission  of  this  dreadful 
crime,  as  that  would  only  be  to  get  rid  of  one  tor¬ 
mentor  to  create  another.  With  his  person  com¬ 
pletely  disguised,  he  sallied  forth  on  this  horrid  en¬ 
terprise  with  a  trusty  dagger.  He  ‘knew  where 
Alexis  was  to  spend  his  evening,  and  he  concealed 
himself  in  an  angle  of  onir of  the  surrounding;  towers 
of  the  cathedtal,  called  Tour  de  Beauvre,  or  Butter 
Tower,  (Pope  Innocent  the  8th  having  granted  the 
indulgence  of  using  butter  in  Lent  to  those  Nor¬ 
mans  who  contributed  to  its  erection)  and  rushing 
on  him,  aimed  a  blow  at  his  breast,  but  it  juerced 
his  arm,  arid  a  struggle  ensued,  in  which  Alexis 
proved  the  conqueror,  and  discovered  the  Count  to 
be  the  assailant ;  mutual  reviling®  past,  and  in  t lie 
heat  of  passion  they  forgot  their  own  safety;  their 
conversation  was  heard.  They  were  both  arrested 
and  conveyed  to  separate  dungeons.  Alexis  was 
first  brought  before  the  judges  ;  he  refused  to  con¬ 
fess  what  horrid  act  had  passed  between  him  and 
the  Count,  and  was  condemned  to  the  rack,  on  the 
very  first  tortures  of  which  he  disclosed  every  par¬ 
ticular,  and  directed  them  to  the  chapel  of  De  Valv6 
for  the  blood  stained  altar,  and  described  where  the  - 
nun  had  been  confined,  and  the  spot  where  hfer  re¬ 
mains  were  laid  all  was  found  as  he  said.  .  The 
servants  of  the  Count  ^as  examined,  and  related 
what  had  passed  between  them  and  his  Lordship, 


respecting  .the  noises  and  lights,  particularly  the 
shrieks  in  the  chapel,  and  the  Count’s  tarrying 
there*  on  the  subsequent  night,  being  the  28th.  aud 
-  29th  of  August.  This  proving  Alexis’s  confession 
true,  as  to  the  tune  of  the  nun’smurder  and  bund, 
the  judges  would  hear  no  more  on  the  subject,  and 
the  Count  de  Valvfe,  and  his  infamous  confederate 
Alexis,,  were  condemned  to  be  burnt  at  the  stake,  in 
the  open  space  of  ground  opposite  to  the  Priory  6f 
$t.  Clair’s,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  its  superior, 

and  the  family  of  Le  Roche. 

The  Countess  de  Valve  was  inconsolable;  she 
could  not  bear  that  thejather  of  her  child  .(for  as  a 
husband  she  no  longer  esteemed  him)  should  snffei 
such  a  death,  and  her  relations  joined  with'  her  m 
dreading  the  ignominy  it  would  cast  on  their  names. 
Innocent’s  day  drew  near ;  they  were  al'ied  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Rouen,  and  they  flattered  themselves 
they  had  interest  enough  with  the  primate,  to  v.^et 
him  to,  select  the  depraved  Count  for  the  individual 
who  was  to  have  the  benefit  Of  his  privilege.  Isa¬ 
bel  feared  that  the  high  spirit  of  the  Count  would 
lead  him  to  prefer  death,  to  the  humiliations  rat¬ 
tending  the  pardon’,  but  in  this  she  was  mistaken : 
he  dreaded  to  die  ;  his  crimes  made.htm  shrink,  from 


entering  eternity,  and  he  eagerly  grasped  a*  a  pro¬ 
longation  of  his  wretched  existence. 

The  petition  was  granted  on  condition  that  De 
Valve  quitted  Normandy  within  thirty-six  hours 
after  his  liberation;,  and  that  the  fair  CountCss  was 
at  the  charge  of  conveying*  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
her  birth,  the  remains  of  the  murdered  nun  to  the 
vaults  of  St.  Clair,  that  she  might  be  interred  with 

s. 


unerul  nghts  among  the  departed  of  'the  same  sis¬ 
terhood, :  and  have  proper  masses  foP  Hei- goal's  r^ 
P°se.,  As  there  was  no  monument  allowed  *Wfthltf 
the  walls  of  the  priory,  Isabel  was  to  erect  one'  to  'the 
memory  of  Julietta,  and  applicable  to  the  tr^ 
tale,  m  the  cathedral  of  Notre  flame  {where  its  h 
mams  are  yet  to  be  seen.)  This  was  agreed  tl,  HM 
ex.s  suffered  alone,  amidst  the  curses  and  reCilino* 
ot  tho  usa  nd  s  of  spectators.  ® 

The  parting  between  the  Count  end  hie  lady,  (fdr 
the  tender-hearted  Isabel  yielded  to  bis  -request  of 
granttnghim  an  interview  with  herself  apd  hie  infimt 
son  previous  to  his  embarking  from  Ditppeto  Engt 

ofRI  to  he  '"te“ded  enteri"8  int0  a  motiartety 
of  Black  Caonoos  on  the  Suffolk  coast)  was  such  as 

no  pen  can  describe;  and  mady  months  elapsed  ere 

she  perfectly  recovered  from  the  shock  her  feelings 
received.  ® 

The  Countess  faithfully  performed  her  part  of  the 
contract  with  hberal  munificence.  The  corpse  of 
Julietta  was  honoured  by  the  attendance  of  the  prio- 
ressand  her  nuns,  (strewing  violets  as  they  passed 
g)  or  on  this  singular  occasion,  they  had  leave 

rom  the  archbishop  to  quit  the  holy  walls,  and  join 
the  funeral  train.  J 

The  Count, ss  had  the  castle  taken  down  com¬ 
pletely  foundation,  aIld  an,  *!,£„,  mansioi) 

erected  on  its  sette,  for  her  sod  and  his  descend¬ 
ants,  residing  in  the  mean  time  with  her  parents 
De  Vaivfi  did  not  survive  bn,  three  years,  and 
P>ie  penitent,  but  tormented  with  a  dreadful 
gloom,  declaring  that  Julietta  stood  at  hia  couch, 
r^jOKing  in  his  agonies.  ^  1 
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The  Countess  lived  two  years  in  widowhqod,  and 
then  gave  her  hand  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Forlaix,  an 

amiable,  accomplished  and  wealthy  French  gentle¬ 
man,  who  assisted  her  in  the  superintendance  of  her 
youthful  son,  teaching  him  in  early  life  to  subdue 
his  passions,  and  keep  them  within  the  bounds  due 
to  decorum  and  society.  This  exemplary  lady  had 
the  happiness  to  see  him  at  a  proper  age"take~pos- 
session  of  his  father's  title  and  possessions,  and  re¬ 
tain  them  in  a  manner  that  was  an  honour  to  his 
family,  and  a  blessing  to  his  vassals  and  dependants. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  young  Count  de  Valv6 
became  enamoured  of  the  Lady  Ambrosia,  niece  of 
the  murdered  nun  ;  at  first  he  despaired  of  success, 
but  the  aged  Marqnis  Le  Roche,  with  great  libera¬ 
lity  of  sentiment,  joined  the  hands  of  the  lovers, 
saying,  “  that  he  abhorred  the  vices  of  the  late 
Count,  and  was  in  the  person  of  his  daughter  a  great 
sufferer  by  him,  but  that  did  not  prevent  him  doing 
justice  to  the  virtues  of  the  son,  and  respecting  the 
excellent  wife  and  mother.” 


